Sentinel lymph node biopsy or detection of micrometastasis in bone marrow: which might be an alternative to axillary lymph node dissection in breast cancer patients?
Axillary lymph node status has limited prognostic significance in breast cancer patients and much improvement can be made. Sentinel lymph node biopsy is emerging as an alternative to axillary lymph node dissection for staging, but its prognostic relevance is still uncertain. Detection of micrometastases in sentinel nodes and bone marrow may provide more information, but the clinical significance still needs to be confirmed by ongoing large trials. In this review, we focus on the possibility of sentinel lymph node biopsy or detection of bone marrow micrometastasis replacing traditional axillary lymph node dissection.